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Some Properties of Negative Feedback
Amplifiers*
By L. I Farren, Wh.Sch., A.C.G.I, D.I.C.

(Communication from the Staff of the Research Laboratorics of The General Electric Company, Limited, Wembley, England)

“

SUMMARY.—This paper deals with a subject which is of increasing interest to
communication engineers. Various methods of applying negative feedback to thermionic
amplifiers are discussed, together with the modifications to the amplifier characteristics
produced thereby.

Unwanted phase shifts at very high and very low frequencies will often canse a feedback
amplifier to oscillate, if the amount of feedback applied is large; methods of design are
given, whereby the maximum possible amount of feedback may be applied without causing
self oscillation.

The effect of negative feedback on harmonic distortion is discussed with reference to
the case of an amplifier, the cutput valve of which has a quadratic relationship between
grid voltage and anode current.
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LTHOUGH the principle of negative 1
feedback has been known for many % Hlansntary Fumcy
years, it required the development of

the modern high gain valves to make it useful.
It then became apparent that the principle

Fig. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an
amplifier with negative feedback applied.

was of great importance, for the development %

among other things of Carrier Telephony, e o o EHD
and in 1934 H. S. Black * wrote a paper M

which described this application. Prior e

to Black’s publication, a paper was written AE+D)

by H. Nyquist 2 on the general theory of ~—B

regeneration ; at the time it appeared to [PEERmaY

be of mathematical interest only with very

little practical apph'cation, but Peterson, Fig. ;.—Sp]zeﬂmﬁic diagram of amplifier and

Kreer and Ware ® have since shown that feedback network.

amplifiers employing negative feedback obey

exactly the laws derived by Nyquist. . The terms have the following significance :
Since these publications appeared, others ¢ = Signal input voltage.
have been written dealing with certain Output volt ool B
aspects of the subject, including in some cases n o= S wiage [exclu g, )
design details of amplifiers for special Voltage on the first grid.
purposes. { E = Signal output voltage.
* MS. accepted by the Editor, April, 1937. i
T References 12,13, r4and 15 refgr to pub’l/ications B = Voltage fed back to first grid.

which have appeared since MS. was accepted. 7 7011JEP11'C voltage.
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d(E)= Distortion voltage generated in
amplifier.

D = Distortion voltage in the output.

- E+ D= pe + d(E) + pblE + D]
d(E)

— I

— (x)
Hence by the application of negative

feadback, the amplification has been reduced

by a factor (r— pf) and the distortion

d(E) for a given output E has been reduced
by the same factor.

B
orE+D——Igﬁﬁ—|—

Multiple Feedback.

In some cases it is considered preferable,
in multi-stage amplifiers, to split the feed-
back : e.g. as shown in Fig. 2(a) and (b).

Ha
B f2
(a)
rasmm———" Ho
Ig1 }32
£s
(b)

Fig. 2 —Multiple feedback.

In the case illustrated in Fig. 2(a), the
overall amplification is given by

Fitte

_ —_——— ————— .. 2
B B — b @)
In Fig. 2(b) the overall amplification is

given by
(I "‘H;_J.Fl)(l —#;2B2)

M ==
H 2
T )93(1 = ;1!3)(1 - #2,32)
- Lty ) !
L (T — pB(I — poBa) — patabs -+ W)
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3. Methods of Applying Negative Feedback

It is of the utmost importance to consider
the various methods of applying negative
feedback, since a large number of methods
are available, each of which endows the
amplifier with some new property which
may, or may not, be advantageous.

For the moment we will not consider how
the feedback voltage is injected into the
input circuit, but merely consider the method
of tapping it from the output.

Three alternatives are available, which
may be designated ° current ' feedback,
“ voltage *’ feedback and * bridge * fead-
back.

“ Current ” feedback implies that the
feedback voltage is proportional to the
output current ; * voltage” feedback gives
a feedback voltage proportional to the out-
put voltage, and ‘ bridge ” feedback is a
combination of the two.

« Caprrent” Feedback.

Fig. 3 shows a schematic diagram of an
amplifier employing * current > feedback.

The feedback voltage is derived across a
resistance R, in series with the load Z. n
represents the numerical value of the voltage
amplification from the grid of the first valve
to the anode of the output valve which has
an internal resistance R, The ‘negative
sign before u (Fig. 3) is obtained most
readily by having an odd number of amplify-
ing stages. '

- - 1
Ra
81 z
—leq Re
Flg 3.—"" Current” | Sfeedback.
We ha.‘v;e
- — ke
I RHG+Z+RG o .. (5)
O - .. {6)

R ¥RETHWFZ
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If p is made sufficiently large we have

e

£ == R,
Hence the output current, for a given input
voltage is sensibly independent of R,
Z and p, and depends only on R..

‘At the same time the output impedance
has been increased from R, to R, -+ R,
(1 + p). By ‘" output impedance ' we mean
the impedance which would be measured
looking back into the output terminals, i.e.
the internal impedance of the generator.

This property can therefore be made use of,
in some cases, for matching a low impedance
valve to a high impedance load, by making

Z=Ra+Rc(I+H’)

“ Voltage "’ Feedback.

Fig. 4 shows a schematic diagram of an
amplifier employing ‘' voltage ” feedback.
The feedback voltage is derived from a
tapping on a resistance R shunted across
Z: R is considered > Z.

O
I Ra R(‘l_}\) h
&1 Z
: l - e ?\R

Fig. 4—" Vollage " feedback.

We may write

I =}Tan;—% .. = e (7)
But e, =c¢-+ AZI
[P i ve  wm 6 B
R, + Z(x 4 uA) ®
Ifpris > 1 '
P -
AZ
Qutput voltage = IZ = —% )

Thus the output voltage for a given input
voltage is sensibly independent of p, R, and
Z and depends only on A.
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At the same time the output impedance

T
R this
property can therefore be employed for
matching a high impedance output valve to
a low or medium impedance load.

has been reduced from R, to

““ Bridge "’ Feedback.

Fig. 5 shows a schematic diagram of an
amplifier employing “ bridge ”’ feedback.

O—

Ra RO-N)

Re

Fig. 5—'* Bridge " feedback.

The feedback voltage is the vectorial sum
of the voltages across R, and AR ; the voltage
across R, is proportional to the current in
the load Z, and the voltage across AR is
proportional to the voltage across L

Assuming once more that R >» Z, we

have
e, = ¢+ RJI -+ AZI

—ple + RJ + AZI)

R,+ R+ 2
. -]

ol = g RE w1 Za
Approximating as before,

—e
I :m . e (II)

In this case the output current and voltage
are independent of p and R, but dependent

(x0)

. on Z. The output impedance, from equa-

tion (z1) is equal to iﬁ

Hence the use of bridge feedback renders
the output impedance constant, if R, and A
are constant, but both the output current
and voltage vary with frequency, i £ 15
frequency dependent.

The extent to which the bridge method
of feedback stabilises the output impedance,
and one important justification for its use
is indicated in the example given below.
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Experimental results are also given. Fig.6
shows the equivalent circuit of a triode
valve, with an amplification factor p and
internal resistance R,

ia

Fig. 6. — Thermionic
palve with anode-grid
and grid-cathode imped-

ance.

GAT HOD

Z, represents the anode-grid impedance
(normally a pure capacity) and Z , represents
the grid cathode impedance, which includes
impedances associated with the preceding
amplifier stage.

Assuming  that Zy+Zy > R,; if a
voltage v, is applied to the output terminals
25 showmn, a voltage ¥, will appear between
the grid and cathode through the potentio-
meter comprising £ and Z,.

_ - 2, + B
g
v+ [r___Z_E_—- 1
B @ I Zl _+_ Zﬁ a
- __r_,—f—-——Ra
R,(Z1 -+ Zs)

- 7= fe a\™~ 1 2 12

B Zl“lLZz(1+H) (z2)

Z,and Z, are generally reactive, and only
if their phase angles are identical at all
frequencies 18 Z, constant. As this con-

dition rarely arises, In general Z, will vary
with frequency.

180 20

170) 10

160)
5 180 -0 T.%
2 140 -20 I
S 130 30 ¥
28 fi;

FREQUENGY IN KILOCYCLES PER SECOND

Tig. 7.—Measured output tmpedance of ampli-
fier without negative feedback.

Fig. 7 shows the results of measuring Zs
on an amplifier with a low impedance triode
output valve. The valve fed a transformer
of step down ratio 2.45 - I, and the impedance
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measurements were taken looking back into
the secondary winding.

We see-from Fig. 7 that both
and reactive component of Z, vary greatly
with frequency, the resonance effect at
16 ke/s being due to a coupling choke in the
penultimate stage.

On applying * bridge » feedback, with
the following values, R, = 5T £, A= 120,
{he results obtained for Z, were as shown
in Fig. 8. '

The resistive component of Zo is prac-
tically constant and the small reactive com-
ponent comes from the inherent reactances

resent in the tramsformer, which are not
eliminated by negative feedback.

the resistive

R (OHMS)
iX (onms)

FAEQUENCY 1N KILOGYCLES PER SECOND

8 — Measured output impedance of ampli-
Seer with negative feedback applied.

Fig,

The * bridge ” method of feedback 1s the
most flexible form, since by making R, =0
or A= o0, we obtam the “ voltage'™ or
« cnrrent ' feedback circuits respectively.

Let us consider the general case when Z

is dependent on frequency.

Case 1.—Use of * current " feedback to give
constant output voltage.

1f, instead of R, (Fig. 3) we employ an
impedance Z, where Z;= KZ (K being
constant), we have
[
b=
7 g ol
and BE= L = —F (13)

We may thus obtain constant output
voltage with a high output impedance.

Case a—Use of “ yoltage ™ feedback 10 give
constant outpul Current.
Instead of R(T — ) and AR in Fig. 4,
replace these quantities by KZ and R,
where K 2 I.
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R
.-)\-RI_I_I{Z A Y 5 (14)
In general p is very large and A fairly
small so that pX is greater than unity.
Hence we may approximate and write
equation (I4) as,
ey Tt
KZ Z
We thus hdve
—e —¢

=z K (x3)
We may thus obtain constant output
current with low output impedance.

Case 3.—Use of bridge feedback to give con-
stant oulput voltage with constant output
impedance.

Fig. 9 shows a form of circuit which will
give the des'red result. ,

The two connections which normally
connect the output bridge to the input
circuit are joined to the ends of impedances
K)7 and KR, in series and the feedback
voltage is developed across KAz, Weassume

I
o -
Ra R(1-N)
e1 z
—pred)- AR
Lo 1 -
KAZ KRe

o

TFig. g—Amplifier with constant output vollage
and constant output impedance.

that KAZ + KR, is > AR + R,, so that the
added potentiometer serves as & voltage
divider taking no appreciable current.
Rewriting equation (r1) we have
—e

= B 4 a0 .. (16)
Z T ER, -+

Py —F
IZ=—

The output impedance = %—“ is unaltered,

but the output voltage has been rendered
independent of Z.
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Case 4.—Use of bridge feedback to give constant
output curvent with constant output 1m-
pedance.

This result may be achieved if a circuit
is used similar to Fig. 9, except that the arms
of the added potentiometer are interchanged.

Rewriting equation (11) we have

— e e

Famse o o et v i

KR, L

The output impedance = Ir%is unaltered,

but the output current has been rendered
independent of Z.

Case 5.—Use of bridge feedback to give consiant
voltage output with output impedance =
load impedance (£).

A circuit which will give the desired result
is similar to Fig. 5 except that R, is replaced
by an impedance AZ.

Rewriting equation (11) we have

— 6 — 8
I ;m:‘z—A‘Z’.. s . (18)

.
E=1Z= =5

The output impedance = —A% = Z,and the

output voltage is constant.

This circuit is of use in cases where it is
desired to match the cutput impedance of
the amplifier to a load impedance which
varies with frequency ; this is necessary
in many cases where reflections, occurring
as the result of an impedance mismatch,
must be avoided.

Case 6.—Use of bridge’ feedback o give con-
stant curvent owtput with output impedance

— load impedance (Z).
Fig. To shows a circuit for achieving this

. e R,
result. The new value of A 18 FARDA

K is miade 33 I.
Rewriting equation (r1) we get
—e —e

I =

Rﬁ%.g

The output impedance = 1;—6 = 7, and the

output current is constant.
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7 Pig. 11 shows an alternative circuit for

producing the same result.
— ¢ —e
== 3% .. (20)
KR, . 2ARy
K7 [AZ 4 AZ]
AZ

Qutput impedance’= = z

Ra

—ji8q

o—

Fig. 10.—Amplifier with constant outpul current
and . oulput umpedance = Z (load impedance).

4, Phase Shift and Instability

We have seen, from equation (1), that if
an amplifier with an amplification factor p
has a fraction of its output fed back to the
input circuit, the new amplification factor
is given by

128
= o

If the amplifier comprises a number of
stages, each containing reactive components,
; will be some function of frequency. Ignor-
ing the case of D.C. amplifiers, in general
for w =0 and @ = 00, p = 0.

i

Ra$

=3 —.(_Le]

KR1 K{Z-R1

9
O

Fig. 11.—Amplifier with constant output cuirent
and owtput impedance = Z {load umpedance).

Over the desired range of frequencies
pf is. made negative, generally by making
p mnegative. This may be accomplished
readily by using an odd number of valve
stages, although methods are known whereby
an even number of stages may be used.
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Since, however, p is dependent on fre-
quency, it is quite possible for it to be posi-
tive and real at certain frequencies. The
value of p under such conditions determines
the maximum value of p which can be tole-
rated. If px is the critical value of p, for
which p is positive, then if prf > 1 the
amplifier is unstable. Actually, Nyquist 2
has shown that this assumption is mnot
rigorously true, but for most cases it is
correct.

Thus, if we denote by fx the maximuri
value that we can assign to 8, we have

prfBe = T.

We see therefore that the minimum valit
obtainable for p; determines the maximiumn
value allowable for Bx and hence determines
the amount of feedback which may safely
be applied. :

The problem of designing a circuit to
give the smallest unavoidable value of pue
% far too complicated to be dealt with
generally, However, two methods which
may be applied in'a number of cases will now
be given in detail.

5. Method of Proportioning the Stages

This analysis is due to Dr. Werrmann®.

Let us consider the case of a multi-stage
resistance-capacitance coupled amplifier.
Fach stage of the amplifier would be of the
form shown in Fig. 12(a)** The symbols
have the following meaning.

¢ = Grid voltage applied to the stage.
g = Mutual conductance.

C,, = Anode cathode capacitance.

R, = Internal resistance of valve.

R, = Load resistance.

¢, = Coupling condenser capacitance.
R, == Grid cathode resistance of next
valve.
€, = Grid cathode capacitance of next
valve.
E = Voltage applied to grid of the next
valve.

The capacitance Cg, 18 usually very small
(< 1opuF) and has an effect only at high
frequencies ; hence we canl consider it as
being effectively in parallel with Cye giving
a resultant shunt capacitance

Cg = Cac Sx Cac
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In general we are dealing with screen
grid or screened pentode valves in which
the anode grid capacitance is very small;
for this reason it has been ignored.

We may write

E JwC R RR,
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Consider the case of an amplifier with
“ 47 stages (not necessarily identical).
We have p= jtq . s -fig - - - - [

Fig. 12 (a)-—Equivelent cirouit of thermionic

vale and vesistance-capacitance coupling.
(b).—Circuii which is equivalent electrically
: to (a).

impedance. The first conception of a re-
sistance capacitance coupled amplifier as
a tuned amplifier was due to Luck® The
following relations are frue.

a1 T (1, T\
R-RTRT Rﬁ(Ra‘LR,,)(Cl)

B R.Ry .. (22)
& Oifs [R;%_RL]
G o

We may now study the effect. of pro-
portioning the relative magnitudes of R,
L and C.

For a single stage, as shown in Fig. 12(h),
the amplitying factor of the stage is given
by p =—

TR - ISNSESPRN .}
I I "
+j——r.uL + juC

o ) —g
..LL—E

R

P © (R, + Ry — @R RR,C.Cp)+ jloR,(Ro+ R)C,+C,) +wR R (4] (21)
The gxpression by which g is multiplied
has the form of a complex impedance, and —
it can be shown that this impedance may be
represented in the circuit of Fig. 12(b); From equation (23) we may write
R, L and C in parallel form the desired e _g
GRID OF = l I X I . (24)
. - _ " _ NEXT STAGE i B +j'wLn + ol
it l “ g By means of equation (24) it is possible to
e \ = Ra 3RL 3Rg ==Cgc | find one or more values of w at which p is
Y ge -l-“ real and positive ; these values of p have
- _ , _, already been called g, (critical values).
CATHRRE (a) Any particular case is most easily solved
arip oF . by graphical methods, as analysis would
TASS  become tedious. Certain special cases may
J- be solved however.
GRID E
g R k G l Case I.—r identical stages.
Te &8 T From equation (24)
GATHODE 7 % — g
(b) p= [ (25)

5
I I w? }

gzt —a9)

where wy?LC =1

When o = w,, g = p= (— &R)"
po Tepresents the maximum amplification

obtainable, and since we normally employ

an odd number of stages, p, is negative.
From (25)

I
= fiy eyl SR (26)
{ R(I ey )}
E ...
'y joL
The phase angle of p may be determined
from the phase angle of the denominator

of the bracketed expression.
2

R(:c — w%g

Let ol = tan ¢
cos’ ¢
# = Foloos g — jsin 4Y
o COS” b

~ cosrg —jsinre
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With the coupling circuit as shown i
Fig. 12(b) ¢ must Tie between the limits

ki T
o HREL, —
2 2

TIence cos * ¢ is always positive.

Hence from equation (27) assuming fto
negative, p 1s real and positive when

19

cos 7 — j Sinre = —rord=
“Thus pg = — Ho €08’ (%) " e .. (28)

1f B is the maximum fraction of the
output which may be fed back, we may write
T
lgx P e
i
Hence the maximum gain reduction, or
linearisation, which we can obtain is given
by

1—pfr=1 -+ T .o (20)

Y o 4 S R
0 )
R
o
- s,
T w
“Is 5 0
|8 N
S eSS Raa=ss
0 A
L o e B
] L 0
o B B P

r

’Eig._I}.—-Cuwg showing the dependence of ihe
maximm possible amount of feedback on the
number of stages (v). assuming identical stages.

We sce that the amount of linearisation
possible 1s dependent on 7 ; a Curve relating

T g -
p polog et 45 shown in Fig. I3.
cos " (—')
P
With 7 = I (case of single stage amplifier),
the critical frequency never OCCUIS ; with
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y — 2 it only occurs at @ =0 and w = 0,
in which _case pg = 0.

jux only becomes real for v > 2.

In other words, single stage and two stage
amplifiers using a coupling circuit as shown,
should never be unstable however much
seedback is applied. In practice, of course,
cuch factors as decoupling circuits and un-
wanted reactive components in the feed-
back path all cause undesirable phase shifts
which may cause instability even in the case

i From Fig. I3,
we see that with 3 identical stages (¥ = 3},
the maximum degree of linearisation is 9-

By making the 3 stages dissimilar in a
definite manner, the maximum degree of
linearisation obtained may be increased

quite considerably.

Case 2.—The effect of dimensioning 01 the
3-stage Ccase.

We have seen that the maximum value
which pofx can have in the case of threc
identical stages is 8. We will now consider
the case of three stages dimensioned diffe-
rently. E

Our first assumption is to give each stage

I

the same resonant frequency wo = 7’
AL By

but at the same time we allow the quantities

Ln o be different, if necessary, for each
7

stage.
Tet us write
L Ll' " LE.‘ . I‘ﬂ
n=3 I
SO p= —“ganl——~—“—'—’J§_1 (30)
S R O
n=1 jwLp wg?
n=3
= fy l 1 ’—ﬁ L (31)
nﬂ1+ﬁ;”aﬁ |
where po = — (£1£28 o) (R RKs)

The critical pulsatance «x is determined
§rom the value of @ which makes p real and
positive (px)-

This 1s ohtained from a sohition of the
equation

4ELPJ%@_EQ};A+jﬁ

# =L L Wy


















